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Interdisciplinary approaches are needed to reconstruct the be-
haviour of glaciers beyond the beginning of systematic measure-
ments. Especially for time period of the Little Ice Age (LIA), historical 
documents have been used to successfully reconstruct former gla-
cier extents at well-documented sites. This includes the Mont Blanc 
area that has become popular since the mid-18th century. Parallel to 
the scienti�c studies in�uenced by Marc Théodore Bourrit and 
Horace-Bénédict de Saussure, also poets, writers, artists, and other 
scientists found new sources of inspiration in those mountains.

Among these, a very prominent artist was Jean-Antoine Linck [2], 
born in Geneva on 14 December 1766, to whom we owe the greatest 
number of unique glacier views. Since 1789, Linck drew mainly 
Alpine landscapes from Savoy to St Gotthard, covering a period from 
the late 1780s to 1820/22. His special preference were the ice re-
gions, which he drew with alpinistic daring and naturalistic correct-
ness. This makes him not only the artistically most important practi-
tioner of mountain painting in the Genevese school at that time, but 
also a pioneering artist of the scienti�cally veri�able representation 
of high mountain areas. 

The map to the right gives a geographical overview of the (known) 
glacier artworks by Jean-Antoine Linck.
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